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Middle-school students write to U.S. Marine

These are @ foar of the mrany letters
written by seventh-grade students dir
Frorees Whites elas ot Magralic
Middle Selael. The studeits wrade fa
Lanee Cpl. Todd Vick, 23, ofthe U8
Mariwe Corps. He 15 the son af Charles
ard Warda Fiek of Keniper Courty the
Saanily atteads Hightlord Bapfiaf
Cleaerel dr Mertdion. Todd i a
groduate of King's Acadeny fn
Meridian.

Hi Tt for duly dn Trly 30003
ard i expected to returs
frawte v Marchk.

Dear
Mr.
Vick,

[ apqre
clate your
sefvice to
aur country
during  this
time of
trauble. T woule
like to person-
ally thank you for
what vou do. You
Tvave an astounding
amaount of courage
to visk vour life for
VO COUNEEY.

[ wanted o bet you
know that ' praying
fisr wou and all of the
ather troogs, 1 believe the
wear 18 the right thing, and
[ agree with all of its inten-
tlons. Thank yvou for your
work, and may God bloss
L ICETE

Sincerely,
Andrew Blaine, 12

Drear Todd Vick,

Thank you fer Gghting for freedom
and peace. 1 thank you for your timse to
fghit for America. | Enow many nights
vou think about vour family  and
wonder if vou will be able to see them
agaain. [ think you are beave Tor fisking
vipur lfe. [ pray to God every day for

Him to lelp sou all sur-
vive and come back
T to wour family
safe and sound. In
conclugion, T would
like to say be
careful and stay
the strong man
Vo ape.

Your friend,
Taneahia
Clemons,

12

Todd Vick

Dear Todd Vick,

[ peally want to thank you for being
a0 brave and going to Irag o fight for
both our feeedom and thelr freedemn. ]
am glad that there are peaple like you
wha have enough courage o go o
ancther countey and Gght for others o
hawe the freedom and the privilege fo
vode, | honor you for net just thinking
aof woursell, and golng to Irag to fight,
g0 that they will have the same rights
as the peaple in America.

And, T also want to let vou Know
that T and a lot of ather people are
praying for vou cach and every day
that wou will come home safely and
ot af harm®s way 1thank and [ love
viour for being an American soldier.

Sincerely,
LaPorsha Lewis, 1.5

The Samaritan’s Purse

Amandg Cody 05 a jemior
at Meridiar High School. Her
parents gre Liss gnd Clavlon
Cody ard she has a vexnger
sister, femmifer The fami
attends 150h Avenne Bafdist
Church = wiere Amanda gol
imrolved im the Sanmariie RIE
Prirse and Operalion
Christmees Child,

She enyows toking ballel
aud jazz closses g Spare
MeGram's School of Dance,
and plans fo gitend Meridior
Community College and the
[niversity of Mississepps fo
sty physicel therafy

By Amanda Cody
spedial to The Star

L5 troops from all over the
country are overseas risking
their lives to try and make the
workd a better place.

Undoubtedly, they must have

Dhear Todd Vick,

Thanks for fighting for our
country. | am thankful to you
for being brave encugh to
figeht in the war. | appreciate
viou for fighting for my
safety. You are very brave
because  many  people
wioidhd mot be able to do
it. It is hard work
fighting to keep us safe,
but 1 know that vou
and the saldiers will
OYErCO e the
abstacle.

Chnee again, |
would like to say
thanks for
keaping me
'Nﬁ.rl'.

Sincerely,
Quardarius

D lsose,

12

Dhear Todd Vick,

[ am thankiul that you went over to
r|-ar| o sk Vo life for others. 1T am
proud that vou are helping to save all
of those people who are teying to vobe
without being killed.

[ am glad that vou are so brave. |
know that your mom and fricnds miss
vipis & lod. [ bet vou that they are also
very proud of vou — and 1 bet you
are very peoud of yvoursell. We just
pray to God that it all works out and
yirn ot harne safely.

Sincerely,
Monty English, 13

moements when they wonder if
the fghting is even worth it, o if
itis even making any difference,
There are probably many times
they do not feel appreciated.

At my church, we are active
in a program called the Samar-
itan's Purse that reaches out —
mostly 1o the children affected
by the war oversens. [t also
touches the hearts of our sol-
diers,  especially  around
Christmias. The project is called
Crperation Christmas Childd and
its simple ...

In Step 1, people Gl shoe
boxes with needed items and
send them owersens to places
like Trag. In Steg 2, the soldiers
fighting the war deliver the
bozes to civilian children in their
Aref

The shoe bosxes are wrappsed
in Christrnas paper and include
things ke toya, books, tooth-
paste, candy and seap. Many of
the recipients of these shoe
bokes de mot get anvthing else
for Christmas and are delighted.

And, theugh amall children
may think of saldiers as objecis
af terror, the day they receive
thedr shoe boxes is the one day a
saldier is each child's best
friend. To know such a simaple
gift can make such a huge dif-
ference in someone's life, eape-
cially at such a hard time, can
make even the most cold-
hearted, hormesick soldier hap-
pier at Christoas time ..
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Ashlay Kylsr, left, Jenmifer Cody and Amanda Cody prepars gift boxes at 15th Avenua Baptist
Church for LS. troops to give Iraqi children. The project was part of an outreach called

Dear Todd Vick,

['m s0 glad that vou're in Irag
fighting for the fresdom and respect
our country deserves, 11's so brave of
vt leave vour home o Aght for
the United States of America You and
the gther soldiers are doing great in
[rad. Thanks for the effert you put in
i help save our countey.

Sincercly,
Candace Camphell, 13

Ciparation Shristmas Child.,

At church, we fll as many
bostes s possible o send over
geas ., The best part is that o
fiowe wecks later, we receved let
feers abwnat the Hitle kids the shoe
beoses frelped ...

Every mow and then, [ find
mvsell wondering if they have
wsed wp that taodhpaste [ pat in
there, or how many times they
hawee read the book [ put i the
b, Opertion Christrmas Child
is 2 ereat experience for the sol

diers, volunteers and the chil
ilren that Feceive the boxes,

The Samaritan’s Purse helps
the pecipients of the shoe boxes,
but it also helps the soldiers.
Many of therm are homesick and
biaee become cold-hearted from
the monsstop lehiting,

For them to see pchild's e
BFghit up sz they hand hiom or her
a sghoe box must be one of the
anly things that can ¢lear their
minds of what is going on

aroumd them, if only for a split
gecomd, The Samantan's Purse
and Operation Christmas Child
are s0 beneficial, and | am very
glacd my chareh s imvaleed with

hoth of them.



